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Bellevue Youth Choirs offer unmatched musicianship training, inspired performances, and a joyful, 
spirited community of children and parents. Prima serves choristers ages 4-7. Two auditioned choir levels
—Intermezzo and Premier Choirs, serve choristers ages 8-18. Choristers learn musicianship, vocal 
technique, and performance skills and participate in MainStage concerts, outreach events, and 
collaborations.  Choristers have the opportunity to participate in regional, national, and international 
choral festivals and tours.
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Throughout our lives we experience incredible blessings as a member of families – both the 
family we are born into and the family we choose. We celebrate our musical family with songs 
of home, of friends, and of loved ones. As spring begins and life starts anew, we look forward 
to sharing this music with our BYC family. 

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 ~Nicholas Gorne, BYC Artistic Director


Combined Choirs 
Thoughts of Home, #2 from Reflections of a Lad at Sea           Don Besig & Nancy Price
A young man reflects on his dream of freedom at sea, but realizes that he misses the home he dreamed 
of leaving.

Prelude
Little Bird on My Window                                                                   Traditional Folk Tune
A song about friendship and dreams of flying. 

It Rained a Mist                                                                                 Traditional Folk Song

Prima
Cock-a-Doodle-Doo                                               English Folk Song, arr. Betty Berteaux
The earliest version of this song was published in 1765 in Mother Goose’s Melody. It was a very popular 
nursery rhyme in mid-nineteenth century England.

Good-Night Song for Dobbin                                       Edvard Grieg, arr. Darcy Morrissey

Intermezzo
When the Boat Comes in                      Northumberland Folk Song, arr. Cristi Cary Miller

A charming folk song about the different stages in life. The dreams a parent has of their son growing up.


Ahe Lau Makani                                                        Queen Lili’uokalani, arr. Jerry Depuit

Queen Liliuokalani was the last reigning monarch of Hawaii.  She was an accomplished poet, composer, 
and musician.  She also played the piano, organ, ‘ukulele, guitar, and zither and has been credited with 
the composition of over 165 songs.  Ahe Lau Makani was written in 1868.  A lovely waltz about the soft 
breath of love and the sweet breath of the wind and rain of Pālolo, O’ahu.


Premier
Ah Robin!                                           William Cornish (1465-1523), arr. Patrick Liebergen

A quintessential Renaissance madrigal.  A young man asks the Robin how he is and shares that his 
lovely maiden may be untrue.  By the end of the song, the young man is heartened and realizes that his 
maiden would never leave him for someone “new.”


Nine Hundred Miles                                                                 Folk Song, arr. Philip Silvey

Like many folk songs, the meaning of this one has been lost to time.  Listen for the sounds of the train, 
so wonderfully arranged in the piano part.  “In the days before newspapers, and among people who 
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couldn’t have read them even if they existed, the folk song was a kind of chronicle and running 
commentary on the times. Many of them have lived for years, while nothing is more dead than 
yesterday’s newspapers. The folk songs and story ballads were not the most accurate kind of history of 
course, because once the event, whatever it was, had been recorded, generations of singers went on 
elaborating and changing the song— smoothing it out, or shaping it up to suit their own ideas of how the 
event might have happened. Often, the event which started the song was blurred or lost as time went 
on. The song then took on its own independent life. Aristotle said in his poetics, that art is truer than 
history because it shows what should have happened rather than simply what did happen.” - Cisco 
Houston


Thank You for Being a Friend                                              Andrew Gold, arr. Greg Gilpin

Best knows as the theme song to the wildly popular sitcom on NBC, The Golden Girls, Thank You for 
Being a Friend was featured on the record All This and Heaven Too in 1978.  It speaks of friends 
becoming family through good times and bad.  The focus is that family is always there when you need 
them.


Combined Choirs
Give Us Hope                                                              Jim Papoulis, arr. Francisco Nuñez 

Give us Hope was written after the devastating attacks on the East Coast on 9/11/2001.  It is a powerful 
message of hope for the better world to come.


familia * 家族 * 家庭 

* पिरवार * famille * gia đình *


Upcoming Dates

Monday, 3/21/22 First Rehearsal June MainStage/Concert Reflection Cross of Christ

Monday, 4/4/22 NO REHEARSAL Spring Break

Monday, 5/30/22 NO REHEARSAL Memorial Day

Saturday, 6/11/22 3:00 PM Performance MainStage Performance TBD

Monday, 6/13/22 5:15 PM Community Potluck Party Cross of Christ


